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EVERY BOTTLE OF PROSECCO DOC 

IS THE RESULT OF GREAT PASSION, KNOWLEDGE, 

AND CREATIVITY, BUT ONLY IF IT’S AUTHENTIC.
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WHEN YOU TOAST, BE ORIGINAL!

Only authentic Prosecco DOC has the government seal on the neck of the 

bottle and it’s never sold on tap or cans. Always produced within the nine 

provinces of Veneto and Friuli Venezia Giulia, in Northeast Italy, its unique taste 

expresses the essence of the Prosecco DOC Dreamland.



THE ITALY THAT NEVER STOPS     

Looking at the year that has just begun with enthusiasm and determination is undeniably 

something far-from-easy to accomplish. The global scene is characterized by discontinuity and 

uncertainties, with our country, among others, being faced with ever new challenges, putting 

us all to the test. Yet, never as much as in this moment, have we felt the need of reinforcing 

our mission, to once again pick up the thread of a story about an all-Italian creativity in order 

to relaunch it, and promote the territory from which it stems and thrives. Challenges and 

changes, after all, have always been part of the Italian people’s DNA, as they have always known 

how to draw from times of hardship, and from the experience derived from tradition, in order 

to find new life blood.   By narrating the stories, transformations, challenges and, above all, 

the future of this beautiful country, also by way of recounting its past, All about Italy wishes to 

once again act as a catalyst to ideas, energies and values. An evocative journey into Venice’s 

alleys to discover the design wonders within the city and Carlo Scarpa’s creative genius, an 

exclusive interview with Alfredo Paramico, star collector of high-end watches, who  has turned 

his untamable passion into a successful business. And again Edoardo Tresoldi’s poetry which, 

through the use of a metal wire, brings together man and landscape with a unique and 

fascinating architectural language, and the legendary journey of Edipo Re (Oedipus Rex), 

the historic boat which had once belonged to poet and director Pier Paolo Pasolini, which 

continues to sail and to be the protagonist of new tales. These, and many more, are the stories 

you will find in the coming pages, with the hope that they may be of inspiration to all, and that 

they may chart new headings towards the future. 

And should you wish to embark on a new journey on a daily basis, and uncover even more 

Italian stories, don’t miss our contents on:       @allaboutitaly_mag        @allaboutitaly 

Paolo Del Panta

Editor in Chief 

EDITORIAL
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One of Europe’s most important wetlands, and Italy’s largest; an 

extraordinary biodiversity treasure trove and home to hundreds 

of animal and plant species; a real paradise for naturalists, 

biologists, tourists and birdwatchers, which can boast a double 

UNESCO recognition. We are talking about the Po Delta Park, 

a grandiose green area framed by centuries-old woods, pine 

forests and oases that alternate with precious architectural 

testimonies, all spread over 2 regions (Emilia Romagna and 

Veneto) covering an area of over 64,000 hectares.  

In this magnificent setting, an International Biosphere Reserve 
- MAB UNESCO, you can set out to discover the treasures of the 
Cervia Salt Pan, or take a close up look into historical eel fishing 
techniques. Furthermore, how can one resist, the charm of the 

path between the internal canals and streams of the Comacchio 

valley, from which to admire the beauty of a spectacular oasis, 

home to a huge colony of flamingos? This is also an area where 
one can discover the charm of the unspoiled nature of the Bosco 
della Mesola, the largest woodland of the area comprising 

Ferrara and the Argenta Valleys. From Comacchio to Ferrara, 

from Cervia to Ravenna, along the cycling route of the Destra 

Po which cuts the area of Ferrara horizontally, or on the banks 

of the Lamone river from Bagnacavallo and all the way to the 
Adriatic Sea, there are hundreds of kilometers overlooking a 

land marked by an incredible network of cycling routes that 

wind between cities and countryside, through protected oases 

and valley hamlets. 

Margherita Pituano

PHOTOREPORTAGE

SLOW TOURISM AT SLOW TOURISM AT 
THE PO DELTA PARK THE PO DELTA PARK 
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Just 12 minutes by car from Spoleto, in the province of Perugia, 

there is an oasis where one may relax among swans and lush 

vegetation. Fonti del Clitunno (Clitumnus Springs) with its 

turquoise and emerald-green waters, has enchanted ancient 

and contemporary poets, Italians as well as foreigners. Indeed, 

the beauty of this water garden is such that walking its paths, 

bridges, and waterfalls makes one feel as if part of a living 

painting. The Clitunno originates between Spoleto and Foligno, 

and 60 km further down it merges with the Topino River, a 

tributary of the Tiber river. In the area where the Clitunno river 

begins, the groundwater surfaces into several water springs. 

A few of these have created a lake of crystal-clear iridescent 

waters. In the 19th century willows were planted around it, 

and today it offers visitors the opportunity of enjoying nature’s 

magnificent beauty in an environment that is carefully watched 
so as to keep it as pristine as possible. This is the “sacred 

current” Virgil referred to in his “Georgics”. It is also the 

“beautiful river that provides shade with its forest” described 

by Sextus Propertius in the “Elegies.” Pliny the Younger, in a 

letter to a friend, described how the spring is made of “many 

and different veins”, which “give life to a pond so pure and 

crystalline that you could count the coins thrown into it or the 

stones glistening at its bottom.” George Byron’s “Childe Harold’s 

Pilgrimage” pays tribute to the “sweetest wave / Of the most 

living crystal that was e’er / The haunt of river nymph.” Indeed, 

the list of poets inspired by this enchanting location is virtually 

endless. Among them Giosuè Carducci, Juvenal, Statius, Silius 

Italicus, Claudian, and many more. 

Sveva Riva 

PHOTOREPORTAGE

FONTI DEL CLITUNNO, FONTI DEL CLITUNNO, 
A SLICE OF HEAVEN A SLICE OF HEAVEN 
IN THE HEART IN THE HEART 
OF UMBRIA OF UMBRIA 
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Born in Naples in 1938, Lea Vergine was a leading figure in the art 
world for fifty years. At a very young age, she developed an interest 
in movements, such as kinetic and programmed art, as well as in any 
forms of art portraying political tension. She became one of Italy’s most 
influential art historians and curated a great number of exhibitions. Her 
publications on body art have been widely appreciated and many of them 
are included in her book titled “Body Art and Performance: The Body as 
Language” (1974). Throughout her career, while actively influencing the 
direction of her husband’s projects, Vergine shed new light on female 
artists’ work. Artribune commented: “Witty speech, strong personality and 
with an attentive and participatory gaze of contemporaneity, Vergine was 
an Avant-garde figure in the female panorama of criticism, together with 
figures of the caliber of Carla Lonzi.”  
The legendary Italian couple left this world just hours apart, in Milan, her 
husband Mari, age 88, passed away on October 19th and Vergine, age 82, 
soon thereafter on October 20th. 
Born in Novara on April 27th, 1932, Enzo Mari moved to Milan and trained 
as an artist at the Brera Academy from 1952 to 1956. At first, he worked in 
the field of programmed art, although eventually he would devote himself 
to industrial design. He worked on more than 2,000 projects, ranging 
from sculpture and painting to graphic design. He was also a prolific book 
author and creator of allegorical installations. Mari created many self-
initiated projects and products for international brands including Alessi, 
Artemide, Danese, Driade, HIDA, KPM, MUJI, Zani&Zani and Zanotta. 
His personal archive boasts about 1,500 projects documented by technical 
drawings, models, prototypes, transparencies, drawings, proofs of printing, 
posters, works of art, photographs, books, and catalogs. All these have 
been donated to the city of Milan and are kept at the Centro di Alti Studi 
sulle Arti Visive. Part of this heritage is currently on display at the ‘Enzo 
Mari Curated by Hans Ulrich Obrist’ exhibition which opened just the 
day before Mari’s death at the Triennale di Milano under the historical 
curatorship of Francesca Giacomelli. 

Marco Bertollini 

PEOPLE
LEA VERGINE AND ENZO MARI,  

THE ROYAL COUPLE  

OF ART AND DESIGN.
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They call themselves Arbëreshë, though they are also 

known as Albanians of Italy or Italo-Albanians. With a 

population of 100,000, they are one of the most numerous 

ethnolinguistic groups in the country. They mainly  live in 

fifty communities scattered around the villages of Apulia, 
Basilicata, Campania, Molise, and Sicily. The largest 
community however is in Calabria with more than 58,000 

people.  They are mostly descendants of Tosk Albanian 
refugees who fled from Albania between the fifteenth 
and eighteenth century during the Ottoman invasion of 
the Balkans. This community has been able to maintain 

its own identity for centuries: from language to religious 
rites and to arts and gastronomy. The Albanian diaspora 
took place between the 15th and 18th century, following 
the death of the legendary Giorgio Castriota Skanderbeg 
(1405-1468) a national hero. Despite his military successes, 

the Albanian leader was unable to prevent the Ottoman 
conquest and the Country of the Eagles had to slowly yield 
to Turkishdomination . This led to an intensified migration 
of refugees towards Apulia. 
Today, at least 80% of Italo-Albanians speak or understand 
their own local variation of the Arbëresh language. This 

idiom is an ancient variation of Tosk, the dialect spoken in 
southern Albania. In Italy it has survived for six centuries 
being passed on orally for the most part. In addition to the 
language, what Italo-Albanians retain from the motherland 
is a whole series of religious, cultural, and gastronomic 
traditions. An identity that is still based on customs, art, 
and gastronomy, closely guarded and handed down from 
generation to generation. The church is nevertheless the 

most important organization for maintaining the religious, 

ethnic, linguistic characteristics and traditional identity of 
the Arbëreshë community. Most of the 50 communities, in 

fact, still uphold the Byzantine rites and practices during 
the liturgy. The Italo-Albanians are, therefore, part of 

that rich heritage of ethnolinguistic and cultural diversity 
present in Italy and they are protected by its Constitution. 

John Daporto 

CULTURE

THE TRADITIONS OF THE TRADITIONS OF 
THE ALBANIANS OF THE ALBANIANS OF 
ITALY ITALY 

10





She is 74 years old, and from Tricase (Lecce, southern Apulia) 

her creations have traveled around the world. Marilena 

Sparasci is one of the last remaining guardians of the 

“Tombolo”, the 15th-century style of bobbin lace originated 

in Southern Italy. Today she has a 39-year-old Tombolo 

partner to whom she is handing down and entrusting all of 

her knowledge, although her dream is to open a Tombolo 

academy.  “Only for tears of happiness.” These are the words 

that Sparasci has always embroidered onto the handkerchiefs 

she has made for brides. In July 2020, however, she was the 

one who shed tears of happiness when her creations were in 

the spotlight on Dior’s 2021 Cruise collection catwalk that took 

place in Lecce’s Piazza Duomo. Thanks to the event, millions 

of people all over the world rediscovered the wonderful art 

of the Tombolo which she is so devoted to safeguarding with 

the wisdom of her hands. “When she was a child, she used 

to go to the famous ‘mescie’ (the old embroiderers). During 

the summer her mother would send her there, although 

she strongly disliked the Tombolo”. She began appreciating 

it much later, to the extent she fully dedicated herself to it. 

Talking about her is Marco Fersino Ribeiro Amorim, Sparasci’s 

partner in “Ribeiro art – Fili d’arte”. He began learning from 

her from the very moment they met in Tricase. She, on the 

other hand, began entrusting him with the paramount task 

of ensuring that the Tombolo survives and is handed down 

to future generations. Their common goal is to create a 

Tombolo academy, “a dream Marilena has had for twenty 

years.” Being aware of the meticulous intricacy its application 

process entails, they wish to prevent this important tradition 

from becoming extinct. Ingenuity and creativity are behind 

the Tombolo. Hands that move with precision, fingers that 
sew without hesitation, and eyes that remain fixed on a 
single detail for hours. The traditional lace technique was 

conceived in southern Italy in the 15th century and spread 

throughout Europe in the 16th century. Indeed, the Tombolo 

is one of the Italian art’s many manifestations of excellence. 

Extremely delicate, its embellishments exude opulence and 

require lengthy production times. For centuries, unique 

handkerchiefs have been embroidered and gifted for special 

occasions. The articles were considered precious jewels to 

be kept in a safe. Larger works such as linen tablecloths and 

curtains, on the other hand, used to play a leading role in a 

young ladies’ trousseau. Owning such an embroidery became 

a true treasure to be handed down from one generation to 

another, almost as a form of investment. In addition to this, 

the Tombolo was used, and Sparisci still uses it so, to create 

religious themed paintings. Today, the art of Tombolo is still 

very much appreciated by admirers of beauty. 

Sascha Mallinckrodt

THE ART OF FASHION 

MARILENA SPARASCI, MARILENA SPARASCI, 
ONE OF THE FEW ‘TOMBOLO’ MASTERS ONE OF THE FEW ‘TOMBOLO’ MASTERS 
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Italian director Luca Guadagnino will direct the remake 

of the iconic movie Scarface. The 1983 movie written by 

Oliver Stone and directed by Brian De Palma starred Al 

Pacino as Cuban gangster Tony Montana, and Michelle 

Pfeiffer as Elvira  Hancock. Universal Pictures will be 

distributing Guadagnino’s remake as they did with Stone’s 

version. The screenplay, however, will be written by Joel 

and Ethan Coen, who’ve been working on the project for at 

least three years. 

As of now the cast as not been announced, although the 

movie’s project has been underway since 2011. 

The 1983 motion picture told the story of Miami drug lord 

Tony Montana in the ‘80s, and was in turn inspired by the 

1932 ‘Scarface’ directed by Howard Hawks and distributed 

by United Artists. There, an Italian immigrant (Paul Muni) 

takes over the Chicago crime scene during the Prohibition 

years. The story was inspired by the life and times of real-

life gangster Al Capone, also known as Scarface. In De 

Palma’s version, Montana corners the Miami cocaine trade 

only to be consumed by it.  

Guadagnino’s remake will explore the Los Angeles crime 

scene. Dylan Clark will produce it for his Dylan Clark 

Productions. Scott Stuber will executive produce alongside 

Marco Marabito. SVP Brian Williams will also executive 

produce for Dylan Clark Productions. Universal SVP 

Production Jay Polidoro and director of development Lexi 

Barta will oversee the project for Universal. 

Guadagnino achieved fame with the success of “Call me by 

your name” which won the 2018 Academy Award for best 

original screenplay.  Guadagnino is due to direct its sequel 

called ‘Find Me.’ The cast will include the same actors as 

the original movie, namely Timothée Chalamet, Armie 

Hammer, Michael Stuhlbarg. 

Marco Bertollini

CINEMA

GUADAGNINO GUADAGNINO 
TO REMAKE TO REMAKE 
‘SCARFACE’ ‘SCARFACE’ 
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Il Marroneto is one of Montalcino’s historic estates and a longstanding leader among 

family-run wineries, which are considered an elite category of wineries. They have 

always given much more importance to superior quality rather than to quantity. Il 

Marroneto produced its first Brunello di Montalcino label in 1980. Its story, however, 
began six years before then, when Alessandro Mori’s father bought an estate in 
Madonna delle Grazie, on the northern edge of Montalcino, and planted his very 

first small vineyard. It is there that the family managed to fashion a cellar out of two 
small rooms in a historical building from 1246. The cellar was initially used to dry 
‘marroni‘chestnuts, hence the name Marroneto. 

Thereafter, Alessandro’s passion for winemaking grew ever greater, and with it, so 
did the cellar and the vineyards. Within a few years, “dabbling with wine” became 
a profession. Today, he follows his wine’s progress with great love, attention and 

passion, every step of the way from budburst to pruning to harvesting to vinification 
and aging. Indeed, when someone asks him when the best time to drink his wines 
is, he replies that the “when” is not important, as what really is important is to do it 
respectfully “because this wine has been waiting patiently for years in order to be 
drunk by you.” 
Il Marroneto focuses on Sangiovese grapes which produce three separate labels: 
Rosso di Montalcino Ignaccio, and two different types of Brunello—Il Marroneto and 
Madonna delle Grazie. The latter comes from a special selection of grapes grown 

nearby the small church of the same name. It is consistently ranked among the top 
wines from Montalcino and among great Italian red wines. Alessandro describes his 
Brunello as suitable for contemplation “a wine that arouses emotions as great as the 
love and care with which it was made.” 

John Daporto

WINE

IL MARRONETO, IL MARRONETO, 
40 YEARS OF EXCELLENT WINES 40 YEARS OF EXCELLENT WINES 
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The House of the Trident plays a leading role with new cars, 

innovations and revolutionary projects which lead the brand 

into a phase of complete transformation.This journey starts at 

the brand’s historic factory in Viale Ciro Menotti in Modena, 

where the company has been based for over 80 years. It is a 

place that combines the “Made in Italy” DNA and the Brand’s 

Heritage with a powerful push towards future and innovation. 

The production site was modernized with new production 

lines, engine assembly as well as painting systems dedicated to 

the new MC20.

Nettuno, the original V6 engine of the super sports car, is, in 

fact, the first born of the Maserati Engine Lab. The lab is the 
Modena factory’s recently launched new engine center where, 

among other things, a new eco-friendly painting line has been 

envisioned for the first time in its history.
MC20 is the very first step into this new era, the first model to 

mark a freshpath . Designed by the Maserati Style Center in 

Turin, the MC20 has been 100% developed, engineered and 

produced in Modena.  It began to take shape in the Maserati 

Innovation Lab, The House of the Trident’s engineering center, 
a facility of excellence, birth place to all present and future 

Maseratis.

The Maserati Innovation Lab is launching Folgore, as part of 
its new electrification strategy, and Grecale, the new SUV that 
will play a leading role in the brand’s development.

The first of the brand’s models to adopt the 100% electric 
solution will be the new Maserati GranTurismo and 
GranCabrio. They will be engineered in Modena and built at 
the production site in Turin. An electric version is also planned 

for the MC20, and it will be produced at the Maserati factory in 

Modena.

Giorgio Migliore 

AUTOMOBILES

A NEW ERA FOR MASERATIA NEW ERA FOR MASERATI
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Ambasciatori del Gusto is the first association 

that brings together the excellence of the Italian 

cuisine in a single entity that comprises various 

professional figures, with the aim of creating  

a system to enhance the national agricultural, 

wine, and food cultural heritage,  

in Italy and abroad.

ambasciatoridelgusto.it

#adgitaly



Great chef, manager, and owner of SUD, the restaurant 

in Quarto Flegreo, a small town in the province of Naples, 

is relentless, and continues to receive recognition for her 

impressive skills. The latest one, “Michelin Female Chef Award 

2020”, was awarded to her at the 5th edition of the Veuve 

Clicquot’s Atelier des Grandes Dames event. The event is a 

way for the champagne house’s network to celebrate women’s 

talent in haute cuisine. In Marianna Vitale’s own words “SUD 

is a small idea with many words. Love and passion, fury and 

fatigue. Anxiety and joy, research and work. Words that are 

the blocks with which we have built our way of being in the 

world, the way of the South.” Marianna Vitale is from Naples, 

and more precisely from a neighborhood called Porta Capuana, 

where she was born in 1980. She grew up “in a house full of 

people, a seaport where people came and went, and ate at all 

hours of the day, and where I’d come across more pots and pans 

than I would toys.” Her father was a professional chef and she 

had always wanted to attend a culinary school. Her mother, 

however, disagreed, as “the family’s expectations were different  

and that kind of school was only for boys to attend.” 

In 2004, she graduated summa cum laude in Spanish and 

literature having written a thesis on the myth of “The Feast 

with the Statue”. She then began working as a tour guide, 

though, eventually, she managed to get accepted into Palazzo 

Petrucci’s kitchen where she could learn from Lino Scarallo. 

Thanks to her determination, in 2009 Vitale opened her own 

restaurant together with Pino Esposito. Just two years later, 

she was crowned best emerging chef by Italy’s most prominent 

financial newspaper Il Sole 24 Ore, while in 2012, she became 
one of the 168 chefs heading a Michelin-starred restaurant 

around the globe (43 of which are Italian). In 2015, she received 

two “Best Chef in Italy” awards from L’Espresso and Identità 

Golose. That same year, her I’mpepata’ became “dish of the 

year” for Il Mattino, one of Naples’ leading newspapers. In 2017, 

Identità Golose awarded her its Identità Donna award, whereas 

2018 saw her becoming one of the women of the year for the 

Lydia Cottone “Napoli è donna” award. An impressive career 

for Chef Vitale, and great acknowledgement for her restaurant, 

as, just this past year, SUD was nominated by Gambero Rosso 

2020 guides, best Italian restaurant for pasta dishes. Vitale’s 

comment to this was: “While awards might make you happy 

for a moment, what’s more important is that they give you 

the motivation you need to keep moving forward, and the 

awareness that you can do good things even in a small town like 

Quarto, amongst thousands of obstacles.” 

Sascha Mallinckrodt

CHEF’S LIFE

MARIANNA VITALE,  MARIANNA VITALE,  
KNOWLEDGE AND  KNOWLEDGE AND  
DETERMINATIONDETERMINATION

TO BECOME A  TO BECOME A  
STARRED CHEF STARRED CHEF 
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Bulgari has announced the opening of the new Bulgari Hotel 

Roma for 2022. It will be strategically located in the central 

Piazza Augusto Imperatore facing two of the most iconic Roman 

landmarks, the Ara Pacis and the Mausoleum of Augustus. The 

location is just a stone’s throw away from Via del Corso, Via del 

Babuino, the iconic Spanish Steps, and the signature Bulgari 

flagship store of Via Condotti.
The Bulgari Hotel Roma will occupy a magnificent building 
designed by architect Vittorio Ballio Morpurgo and built 

between 1936 and 1938. The rationalist architecture of the 

building reveals a monumental modern style of architecture. 

This is emphasized by the use of traditional Roman materials 

and colors, such as ochre Travertine marble and burnt red 

brick. Antonio Barrera’s frescos, in the via della Frezza 

atrium, offer different views of the Mausoleum of 

Augustus thus counterbalancing the rigorous 

architecture.  A 70sqm mosaic by Ferruccio 

Ferrazzi, depicting his interpretation of 

the myth of Rome’s founding, decorates the Southern facade. 

As with the other Bulgari Hotels around the world, Italian 

architectural firm Antonio Citterio Patricia Viel will also be 
in charge of both the architectural project and the interior 

design of the new Bulgari Hotel Roma. The hotel will have 

more than 100 rooms, most of which will be suites, a luxury 

spa with an indoor swimming pool and a state-of-the-art gym. 

Michelin-starred chef Niko Romito has been chosen to curate 

the restaurant called “Il Ristorante”. Together with “The 

Bulgari Bar”, “Il Ristorante” will be located on the 

top floor guaranteeing an unparalleled view of 
the Eternal City. Bulgari Hotel Roma will also be 

the only Bulgari Hotel with a Reading Room 

with a collection of volumes on the history of 

jewelry. The library will be open to guests, 

and the public, by appointment only.

Ilona Catani Scarlett

HOTELS

BULGARI TO OPEN A NEW  BULGARI TO OPEN A NEW  
LUXURY HOTEL IN ROME IN 2022LUXURY HOTEL IN ROME IN 2022
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The shapes of The shapes of 
the Lagoonthe Lagoon

A scenic journey into Venice’s alleys to discover the design wonders within the city, 

with a specific focus on the works of Carlo Scarpa’s creative genius 

V
enice is a voyage, physical as well as mental.  It is an experience-city, capable 

of impressing and offering emotions on multiple levels. Diving into an itinerary 

of the lagoon city made up of works and names of the greatest representatives 

of architecture at an international level, allows one to create an original and extremely 

modern tour across eras and styles. The journey ranges from Palladio’s works to those 

of Codussi, Sansovino and Longhena, only to to delve into the most unusual projects of 

the genius of Carlo Scarpa, one of the most celebrated and admired Italian designers of 

the twentieth century.

The extraordinary parable of the latter tells of a life and creative research beyond any 

label.: Originally from Vicenza, Scarpa never got a degree in architecture, though later 

on in his life he did receive an honorary degree from the IUAV university in Venice, 

where he had taught for a long time. His works don’t fit into any established movement, 
though each one of them bears the signs of an unmistakable and immediately 

distinguishable style. The ideal journey into Carlo Scarpa’s Venice can start from the 

headquarters of the Querini Stampalia Foundation, which is dedicated to fostering 

culture and education, and consists of a museum-house, a library, a café and a shop. 

The Querini Stampalia Foundation is like a true hidden haven at the heart of the 
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most authentic heart of Venice. Carlo Scarpa’s 

involvement relates to the ground floor and concerns 
a part of the museum entrance corridor and the back 

garden This particular section of Palazzo Querini 

had become unusable due to recurrent seawater 

flooding, though Scarpa was able to turn this specific 
problem into a strength. The affected area was in 

fact raised, thus creating a specific, though tasteful 
and elegant, defense system which now protects 

the first floor from the high tide. An example of this 
are grooves which were applied to the inner steps 

of the building, designed to contrast the effects of 

the floods by allowing the water to flow out. Carlo 
Scarpa also added a new access bridge, although 

today’s main access way to the foundation is from 

Campo Santa Maria Formosa.

Continuing the journey, and moving on to Piazza 

San Marco, one comes across the Olivetti shop, a 

protected landmark by FAI, the National Trust of 

Italy. Within the shop are several Olivetti collectible 

items on display, not to mention that the shop 

is actually often used as a venue for temporary 

exhibitions. The shop spreads out on two floors, 
with an open space ground floor and a mezzanine 
upper level. The distinctive feature of Scarpa’s work 

is fully recognizable here, with rooms and openings 

and large windows that cover the entire ground 

floor playing off each other, in order to guarantee a 
complete fusion between the space of the shop and 

the outdoor space, a project in which the theme of 

(high) water returns as an essential constant, a vital 

and enemy component to deal with, depending on 

the circumstances. 
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